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RerRencuMent. We publish entire the report 
of what is called the “retrenchment committee,”’ 
annexing also the additional report from the same 
for reducing the perdiem of the members of con- 
gress, &c. The report has been severely assailed 
and warmly defended, in the house of representa- 
tives. Some say that certain of the items present- 
ed are not correct, but others maintain that they 
are ti The subjects presented are of the 
imterest to the people. The committee 
state the unpleasant fact that, notwithstanding the 
reliefafforéed by the loan of five millions in 1821, 
there was a real deficiency at the treasury of more 
than two millions, “which must be charged upon 
the revenues of 1822.” We have tong held an 
opinion that there was a deficiency, notwithstand- 
ing all that was said to the contrary. 
it is with regret to be noticed that the commit- 
tee recommend a reliance on “a broken staff,” 
foreign commerce, to supply the wants of the go- 
yernment. Weare not, and probably never shall 
be, opposed to a tax on foreign products consumed, 
as a part, or even the principal part of a revenue 
system: but it is in vain to contend against the fit- 
ness of things as established by the experience of 
all nations, it is freely, we may say~proudly admit- 
ted, that the people of the U. States have it more 
in their power than any other people to coerce a 
rigid econemy in the administration of their af- 
fairs; that they possess the means of checking, if 
not of preventing abuses—but still, we think it may 
be easily shewn that‘it is as well impolitic as un- 
just, to rely on foreign productions for revenue: 
impolitic, because such revenue must be unsteady 
and independent of any regulations of our own— 
unjust, because it bears unequally on the people 
and has an inevitable tendency to encourage fo- 
reign labor and discourage domestic industry. 
But the committee seem to think it hard that con- 
gress is “compelled” to apportion direct taxes ac- 
cording to representation: surely, they will not 
contend that certain districts: of country should 
possess power without eontribttting proportionally 
for it! It is against every rul@jof the republican 
system—and opposed by comnififon sense. It has 
been a master-stroke of policy’ in some of our le- 
gislators to render direct taxes odious—in which, I 
am sorry to say, they have so far succeeded; for,if 
the people of the United States had felt what they 
really paid for the support of government, there 
never would have been need for a committee on 
retrenchment: but indirect taxation always has, and 
always will, involve nations in difficulty, if not con- 
duct them to despotism. 


—— 








Tar InpraN TRADE. To preserve peace, and 
teach the “untutored {ndian” to reconcile himself 
to the condition in which our march of population, 
spirit of enterprize, or lust of domination, has 
placed him—is at once necessary to the national 
honor and respect of posterity: and it is evidently 
a duty imposed upon us to protect them from the 
inroads of certain sets of adventurers, really less 
Christian and more lawless than themselves—men 
so actuated by the spirit of trade, as to feel willing 
to sweep off a whole tribe for the profits made on 





a barrel of whiskey. Miserable as these people! 
Vou, XXII,——3, 


, ———e 
are, they are men; and it becomes us to inquire how 
much we ourselves have added to their ferocious 
manners and dissolute habits. I trust that I am not 
a bigot—but I would not part with my notions of 
accountability for the dominion of the world; and 
heterodox as some may esteem it, I do believe that 
the “Great Srinir’—(the “Jenovan, Jove, or 
Lorn” of nations more civilized), has equal respect 
for his poor red children, as for ki clothea 
in purple, or judges covered with ermine, though 
professing and subscribing to ten thousand dogmas 
of faith, and praticing, perhaps, much less the 
great moral duties imposed on the human race, 
than these ignorant men. 

A. dispositien y 5 ae to prevail to abolish the 
present system of Indian trade. We are not pre- 
pared to say that it is the best that can be devised 
to effect the objects designed by the good and 
great men of the nation: but we feel almost cer. 
tain of this, that it would be inhuman to suffer this 
people to be indiscriminately intruded upon by 
our traders. Attached to the manners of their 
fathers, how often do we hear them petitioning 
that the white man may be kept out from amon 
them, and for the weighty reason that misery fok 
lows wheresoever he goes in the pursuit of profit: 
and it becomes those to whom the charge of the 
Indians is more immediately committed, the mem- 
bers of congress and heads of executive depart- 
ments, seriously to pause and consider beiore they 
throw down the barriers which benevolence, at 
least, intended to place between them and the less 
compassionate whites; as well as to count the cost 
that may flow from a departure from the present 
system. We are zealously the friends of economy, 
and sincerely desirous for the prosperity of our 
country—yet we cannot desire the destruction of 
the Indians to accomplish the one, or a cutting of 
throats in Europe to effect the other: and there 
may be as much true economy in expending as in 
saving money. At any rate, the national dignity 
requires that we should take care of our Indian 
neighbors, and mitigate, if we cannot prevent, the 
evils to which our approximation has subjected 
them. 

Vacctne aGency. The bill to repeai the act con- 
stituting this agency, has passed the house of re- 
presentatives by a very large majority—102 to 57 
—and we are sincerely glad of it, regretting only 
that the agency was ever established. We have 
not yet doubted that the vaccine disease was the 
means afforded by a kind providence to extirpate 
the small pox, but have believed that the remedy 
would have succeeded far better, if less reliance 
had been placed on the agent and more on those 
whose business it is te attend to and mark the pre- 
gress of that remedy. High sounding titles will 
do nothing with the small pox—it is genius, dili- 
gence and care that must eombat and destroy it 
Its management is best left with those to whom we 
trust our lives—direct responsibility is the best se- 
curity that can be afforded in things of this nature. 

THE NEXT PRESIDENT. Several of the newspa. 
pers are still busy in putting forth the pretensions 
of favorite characters for the presidency of tte 
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United States—the persons named as. candidates 
now amount to sixteen or seventeen; a goodly 
number, and if each bas a reasonable quantity of 
friends, with long purses or extensive patronage to 
keep the press a going, we may expect a great deal 
of ink-shed before the 4th of March, 1825. 

James Oris. We are much pleased to observe 
that William Tudor, esq. has issued proposals for 
publishing the life of James Oris, esq. of Massa- 
chusetts, including notices of some cotemporary 
characters and events, from the year 1760 to 1775. 
Without hesitation, we promise ourselves that this 


' work will deeply interest all who feei desirous of 


ascertaining the cause and progress of events that 
led to the American revolution. Mr. Otis was the 
most important man of bis day: Mr, Tudor’s literary 
reputation is well established, and his opportunity 
to collect materials is uncommonly fortunate. 





GENERAL GREEN. The first volume of the life of 


. this distinguished revolutionary chief, by Williat 


Johnson, esq. of South Carolina, has appeared, 
and is highly spoken of. This volume makes 500 
quarto pages, and is richly interspersed with por- 
tions of American history. Greene, surely, was 


’ one of the greatest menof his age, though nobility 


will shrink at the fact that he was brought up asa 
blacksmith; and his biographer issaid “to write like 
an American who partakes of the enthusiasm that 
the contemplation of his hero inspires.” 

We aretruly rejoiced to see an increased atten- 
tion to revolutionary measures and men. Their 
example is precious, 





Lretstatures. A Pennsylvania paper observes 


‘We may say of our assembly, as Popham said 


of the house of commons when asked by queen 
Elizabeth, “Now, Mr. Speaker, what hath passed 
in the common’s house?” he answWered “if it please 
your majesty, seven weeks,” [four months]. 

aPpif the same were applied to congress, what 
might be the answer? This body has been in ses- 
sion more than four months, at a cost to the nation 
of not less than iéwo thousand dollars per day, or 
about 500 dollars an hour, for the average time that 
has been expended on the public business—to the 
great mortification of many honest and industrious 
members, who would have made, or saved, more 
than their per diem by being at home, instead of 
remaining at Washington—and what has been 
done to benefit the nation? It is agreed that may 
arise from too much legislation more easily than 
from too litttle—but if nothing isto be done, the 
sooner it is resolved upon the better. We have 
nO money to waste just now. 





Tue cortecrorn of a ‘southern port, it is said, 
was lately. discovered to have defuudted us out of 
about eighty thousand dollars. Perhapsythe whole 
amount of depredations on property, committed 
by all the prisoners in the Maryland peniten- 
tiary, is less than the aggregate of this man’s 
wrongs—yet, no doubt, he will by some means 
get clear of punishment, and, perhaps, even re~ 
tain the money! Thelaw cannot reach such cases 
as it should do. We much want an act to punish 
these things, criminally. They, certainly, are less 
excusable than highway robbery, if unattended 
with outrages on persons. ‘There is something 
noble ina tellow who, to get money, puts his life 
in lawful jcopardy—but how mean is it for a man 
to sneak into our confidence and rob us, by “a 





would “correct” such procedures, and we trust 


that the present session will not pass over without 
the enactment of one. 





a 

THE OFFICE Or JuDGE, &c. The venerable Jere: 
miah I. Chase, chief judge of one of the districts 
in Maryland, was lately presented by the grand 
jury of Montgomery county asa “serious griev- 
ance,’ because of his absence trom the bench. 
‘fo relieve him from this, his medical attendant 
and friend, Dr. John Ridgely, has published the fol- 
lowing statement: 

“I hawe been judge Chase’s family physician for 
the last fourteen years. During this period his 
health has been infirm, and his complaints have in 
several instances assumed a most dangerous as- 
pect. He has at different times manifested an in- 
tention to attend the courts and has been dissuad- 
ed by me. Wot only his heaith but his life would 
have been hazarded by application -to business. His 
late attendance during a protracted and arduous 
session of the court ofappeals, might have produc- 
ed alarming consequences, had not an opportune 
bleeding from the nose relieved him.” 

Full faith is justly due to all that Dr. Ridgely 
says, and there cannot be adoubt that judge Chase 
is willing to perform all the duties required of him, 
with the greatest zeal and strictest integrity—but 
as the fact is that he is unad/e, and, from his greatly 
advanced age, it is impossible to expect that he 
ever will be able to perform them, does not com- 
mon sense say that he should retire, docs not 
common justice demand it? If his inability was of 
a temporary character—if there was a hope that it 
might be removed even in the lapse of a twelve- 
month, so great is our respect for his charaeter, 
that we would say, “wait patiently, such a man as 
he was is not to be met with every day:” but we are 
told that there is no hope, for old age is incurable. 
» Whether or not the amount of the salary is ne- 
cessary tothe comfort of judge Chase, we are not 
informed; but if it is needful, must say—-that the 
public interest would be much better consulted by 
paying him a pension to the amount of it, in acknow- 
ledgment of his services. ‘the dearest of all li- 
beralities or charities, are*those paid to public of- 
ficers as for doing what they are incapable of doing. 
The man with one arm should never be put to do 
a business that requires two arms, however worthy 
he is,or justly he may be entitled to the public 
support. If it is right that he should be main- 
tained by the public—so be it, we will cheerfully 
contribute our part of the cost; but let him not 
stand in the way ofthe public business, and cause 


the loss, perhaps, of many times‘the amount of his 
salary by doing so. 





INTERIOR COMMUNICATION. Much has lately been 
published in the Western papers about the mak- 
ing of acanal to connect the waters of lake Mi- 
chigan with those of the river Illinois—which, it 
seems, may be accomplished at an inconsiderable 
expense, compared with the magnitude of the be- 
nefit to be derived trom it. It is estimated in the 
St. Louis “Register ” that, when the New York 
canal is completed, if the canal just above men- 
tioned is mude, a ton of merchandize may be trans- 
ported to and from New York tor 80 dollars, or at 
40 dollars per ton for each voyage, both occupying 
76 days, including all delays or reasonably antici- 
pated impediments: whereas the transport of a ton 
of merchandize to and from New York, via New 
Orleans, will consume 120 cays, and cost from 140 


breach of trust!”—An energetic law of congress] to 150 dollars per ton. Besides, there will bemuch 
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time of a voyage from St. Louis to New Orleans is 
given at 20 days—the return at 30 days. New Or- 
Jeans isthe natural market for the products of the 
valley of the Mississippi—but it seems asif an arti- 
ficial one may rival or command it, through public 
spirit and certain locat advantages. 





Tae taw! THE Law!!! Itis probable that A. Lith- 
gow, though found guilty of «larceny of the mo- 
ney of the bank” at Richmond, will finally escape 
punishment—for he has ab/e council, and every 
possible: point is disputed, «Plate sin with gold,” 
&c. 





Tur nopren-soy, Itis stated, that Oliver Evans’ 
patent-right to the Hopper-boy has been declared, 
by a late decision of the supreme court, at Wash- 
ing, “void as a patent for improvement, because 
the specification is not according to law; and void 
as a patent for the whole machine, because he was 
not the original inventor.” 





Marrs. Theaverage number of mails made up 
weekly at New York, according to a statement 
lately published, is 1031: those made up at Wash- 
ington city at this time, emount to 1532. But this 
number will be greatly diminished on the rising of 
congress. 

New Sours Icetanp. A vessel has just arrived 
at Stonington, Conn. from the newly discovered 
land to the south. Left several American vessels, 
with some oil and fur seal-skins. The slaughter 
among the seals has been so great that they appear 
to be becoming scarce. This vessel has brought 
in only 400 skins. 





BaLANce oF TRADE. In the ReersteR of the 9th 
ult. an article was inserted about the “balance of 
trade,’”? which £ did think was entitled to the no- 
tice of the editors of the “National Intelligencer;” 
for they had assured the public of the “nost zmpor- 


tant fact” that the amount of our exports exceeded | 


that of our imports, in the handsome sum of two 
millions four hundred thousand dollars: and so it 
did—yes, indeed, it did; but the excess, and more, 
was made of specie exported beyond the amount 
imported, to pay off old debts or make new specu- 
Jations, I know it to be nearly impossible that the 
editors of this extensively circulated and important 
journal should notice every thing of this sort, and 
especially during the sessions of congress, when 
they have so much and such diversified business to 
attend to; but, as they had sent out the impression 
of a fact the reverse of what its real merit was, I 
think that they might have found time to correct 
or explain it. Specie, as an article of commerce, 
is the Jast thing that leaves a country, even Mezi- 
co or Peru, if other commodities will bear the cost 
of transportation, to make a freight being the pri- 
mary and continual object of ship owners. 


Gold 
and silver, therefore, and especially as to countries 
which do not expend labor in producing these me- 
tals, serve only as.an index to the course of trade, 
being used to satisfy balances that cannot be clos- 
ed by the transmission of other commodities: and 


greater safety inthe former route. The average | ceased to supply the demand for foreign goods.— 
It is no matter whether the specie goes to China, 


England, or Kamschatka--for it is the general ba- 
lance of the specie-account that belongs to the 
question. 

There is an immeasurable distance between trye 
words and substantial facts. The sum of the ex- 
ports shews a balance in our favor—so may the ac- 
count-current of an African prince who barters 
his own wives and children, that happen to offend 
him, for beads and looking-glasses and red cloth, 
with Christian dealers in human blood, The truth 
is, and there are,no persons who know it better 
than the editors of the “Intelligencer,” that an 
attempt to ascertain the “balance of trade,” by 
custom-house returns, is itapracticable-—If possi- 
bie to be ascertained at_all, other things, of a total- 
ly different nature, must be considered, to gather 
an idea cf what it is—and this is all that we can do; 
though it is not difficult, sometimes, to determine 
on the matter en masse. We shall shew that the 
returns at the custom-house of an excess of imports, 
may as easily prove that a balance is in our favor 
as an excess of exports can do—that is, that such 
statements cannot prove any thing in themselves, 
though exceedingly interesting in many other re- 
spects. 

There are certain points that claim attention, 
which we shall endeaver to lay before the reader as 
briefy as possible: 


1, If the cargo of an American ship (when on 
board), worth 20,000 dollars, is transported to a 
foreign country, through the agency of American 
seamen, subsisted on American provisions, and 
there sold or bartered so that the return-cargo im- 
ported, shall have cost, at its market price in the 
foreign port, 25,000 dollars-—a table of exports and 
and imports, framed out of the custom-house 


jreturns, would shew a balance of 5,000 dollars 


against our country, when, in fact, we had gained 
that sum by domestic labor and subsistence ex- 
pended and capital employed, or profit realized. 


2. If such cargo, so transported to a foreign 
market, will there only purchase other goods, for 
import, of the value of 15,000 dollars—these tables 
will shew a national gain of 5,000 dollars, though 
that sum has been actually lost, as well as the 
charges for the transport, out and home, and in- 
terest on capital invested: and if the ship and cargo 
be sunk at sea, whether going or returning, then 
the whole of the original investment will go to the 
credit of exports against imports, and exhibit an 
apparent national gain of 20,000 dollars, though a 


direct and positive damage is sustained to that 
amount, at: 


3. Notwithstanding the merchant, in the receipt 
of 15,000 dollars worth of foreign goods in exchange 
for 20,000 dollars worth exported, may save himself 
from loss, or even make a profit, by the sale of the 
goods to his own countrymen at a much advanced 
price over the foreign cost—such saving or profit 
is nothing to the nation, unless such goods, at their 
enhanced value, are re-shipped and the advance is 
realized out of foreigners. 

These propositions are incontestible, according 
to the principles on which such statements of ex- 


when so large an amount as two and an half mil-| ports and imports are founded—whicii put nominal 


lions* is lost to the United States in one year, it is 
conclusive evidence that our own products have 





amounts of money in opposition to one another. 
But what is the real siate of the case, when 100 
dollars worth of bread stuffs or meats, are‘exchang. 


*A sum more than half as much as the whole | ed for a merizio'shawl or a Leghorn bonnet, valued at 
amount possessed by the national bank, when well| 100 dollars, in the foreign places at which they 





conditioned! 






;are purchased? ; 
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Again—the fact is that, in consequence of therate 
of exchange being so heavily against us, our mer- 
chants would be well pleased to sell cargoes of cot- 
ton at Liverpool or Glasgow for the clear money- 
amount that they cost at Charleston, Savannah or 


New-Orleans: and then, if 1000 dollars in the Unit. - 


ed States is put in opposition to 1000 dollars in 
Britain, it is evident that the former has lost the 
amount expended in transporting the commodities 
that furnish such values. 

When the export carrying-trade is profitable, 
an excess of imports may represent that profit— 
when it is unprofitable, an excess of exports may 
shew a real loss'to the nation. So opinions about 
“tlie balance of trade” cannot rest on custom-house 
statements. 

But if we assume such statements as data, or use 
them in any way, the following must be added to 
the cost of imports— 

1. We imported articles, in 1821, other than gold 
and silver, valued at 54,521,724 dollars, and, in 
like manner, exported others valued at 54,496,323 
—seeming balance against us$25,401. 

2. The rate of exchange on Great Britain ave- 
raged 10 per cent. against us—which is surely 
chargeable on the cost of the goods imported from 
that country, because the condition of it necessa- 
rily reduced the comparative value of our commo. 
dities at that rate—just as much so as if the whole 
had been purchased by bills of exchange. 

3. We have 620,000 tons of registered shipping; 
these cost 50 dollars per ton, or 51 millions: and 
the interest on this capital must be taken into the 
account, 

4. The cost of repairs, “tear and tear’’ of vessels 
and depreciation of value, is, (in the opinion of seve- 
ral experienced persons with whom I have convers- 
ed), at least equal to the original cost in a period 
of seven years, and a ¢otal loss of property vested 
in ships may be said to occur once in every seven 
years. 

5. The vessels and their cargoes must have an al- 
lowance for losses at sea, whether going or return- 
ing—this allowance is best made by the premiums 
on insurance paid, say at 2 per cent. out and 2 per 
cent. home, as the general average. The value on 
which that is to be paid, is—for ships, 31 millions; 
cargoes, outward and homeward, 109 millions— 
together 140 miilions. 

6. Suppose that only 20,000 men are employed 
in navigating those vessels—the cost of their labor 
and subsistence will average 75 cents each per day. 

Other things might be added, but these are suf- 
ficient for our present purposes: 

1, Apparent balance against us 25,000 

2. 10 per ct. advance on British goods 2,500,000 

3. Interest on capital vested in ships 1,860,000 

4, Tear and wear” and depreciation 

of do. 

5. Insurance at 2 per cent. 

6. Labor and subsistence 


4,420,900 
2,800,000 
5,475,000 





¥ 17,080,000 

Now, if the custom-house returns can be used to 
prove any thing, they must indicate an enormous 
balance against us. That such balance exists, there 
is no one that will pretend to deny, however much 
we may differ about the manner of shewing it. 
England is the great market for our cotton, tobac- 
co, &c. yet we find our ship owners sending out 
gold and silver in their vessels, the freight of which 
is trifling, in preference to cargoes of domestic 
produce, the freight on which itis always so desi- 
rablé to obtain: they not only do this, but they also 


| give a premium of about six per cent. for gold— 
even ten dollars and sixty cents in silver for an 
Eagle to send to Liverpool to buy goods, that they 
may make a freight inward, The exchange is now 
fourteen per cent. against us-—we recollect when it 
was twenty per cent.in ourfavor. At that time, every 
branch of domestic industry was prosperous—mo- 
ney was abundant, though there was so much use 
fort that eight per cent. interest was thought rea- 
sonable: now it yields less than fve per cent. and 
is scarce, because it does not circulate; many 
branches of industry dragging on slowly and barely 
subsisting those engaged inthem. Some have yet 
really to learn that the French revolution is over, 
that Europe is at peace, that we are no longer the 
carriers for other nations. This nation was s0 com- 
pletely intoxicated with commercial prosperity 
that it has not yet got sober, though one would 
think that time enough has elapsed and suffering 
enough been endured, to bring us to our senses. 





Fronipa. William P. Duvall, of Kentucky, re- 
cently judge of the United States’ court in East 
Florida, has been appointed by the president, with 
the consent of the senate, to be governor of the 
territory of Florida. 

(CpThe Wational Intelligencer, of Saturday last, 
says—Of the documents yesterday transmitted to 
congress by the president, connected with recent 
occurrences in Florida, the most important is a 
letter from the secretary of state to don Joaquin 
d’Anduaga, minister of Spain, giving a definitive 
answer to his complaints against the proceedings 
of general Jackson, whilst governor of Florida. 
The letter is of such length, that we shall not be 
able immediately to publish it. Meanwhile, we 
present our readers with the following, which are 
the concluding paragraphs of the letter, and which 
afford information of the destination of the Mace. 
donian frigate, which lately sailed from Boston: 

“The delays of the captain general of Cuba, with 
regard to the fulfilment of the royal order trans. 
mitted to him by col. Forbes, were so extraordina- 
ry, and, upon any just principle, so unaccountable, 
thatthe minister of the United States in Spain was, 
by letters from this department, of 15th and 16th 
June last, instructed, upon his return to Madrid, to 
represent the same to your government, and to re- 
quest new and peremptory orders to that officer, 
for the delivery of the archives in his possession, 
conformably to the stipulation of the treaty. The. 
renewal of the order was declined, upon the ground 
of entire confidence on the part of your govern. 
ment, that the captain general would, before it 
could be received, have completed the delivery of 
the archives and documents, as he had been com- 
manded by the king. 

“I regret to be obliged to state, that this just 
expectation of his Catholic majesty has not yet 
been fulfilled. 

«Captain James Biddle, commander of the Unit- 
ed States’ frigate Macedonian, has therefore been 
commissioned to repair to the Havana, there to 
receive the documents and archives which colonel 
Forbes was obliged to leave, and which it is hoped 
the captain general and governor of Cuba will 
cause to be delivered without further delay.” 





Tue constitution. We have already noticed 
the decision of judge Tucker, that the‘<loan office 
law” of Missouri is unconstitutional. He is a state 


judge. The St. Louis Enquirer, of March 9, has 
the following article.relative to another measure 





of “relief’’--*Judge Tucker has decided in the 
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St. Louis circuit court, in the case of Glasscock 
against Steen, that the act of the last session of 
the legislature, providing for a stay of execution 
for two years and a half, (if the plaintiff will not 
endorse that he will take property at two-thirds 
of its value) is unconstitutional, The judge says, 
«let right and justice prevail.” We will publish 
this opinion next week; in the interim we would 
direct the attention of the people to the opinion 
of judge Jones, of the supreme coum, reported 
below. The opinions, conjointly, exhibit a strange 
collision of ideas on the same subject; but it may 
be some satisfaction to the public at large to learn 
that all the labors of the legislature were not in 
vain, to remove the embarrassments of the coun- 
try. We are only sorry that judge Jones’s opi- 
nion is not finally decisive of the question.” 

ap We shall take some opportunity to give these 
opinions at Jength,. 

ConstTiTUTIONAL maTTERS. The following arti- 
cle from thie “National Intelligencer” of Monday 
last, addressed to the editors, is copied by us as 
presenting some curious facts about constitutional 
matters, as applicable to the Cumberland road. 

“‘Gentlemen: I enclose herein the act of the as- 
sembly of Virginia, of 1807, relating to the Cum- 
berland road. I wish that you would give it a 
place in your paper. It will puzzle the modern 
advocates of state rights to explain under what con. 
stitutional principles (according to their construc- 
tion of the constitution) congress can derive pow- 
er from a state legislature to do an act which they 
could not perform under the constitution of the U. 
States. HadI time at command, I would furnish a 
cencise commentary on this act. But my other 
vocations prevent me. I should like much to see 
the act printed, as it is but little known, and less 
spoken of. Yours, &c. 

{The following is a copy of the act enclosed in 
the above letter: ] 

AN ACT giving the assent of the state of Virginia 
to an act of congress for laying out and making a 
road from the Potomac river to the state of Ohio, 
Whereas, by an act of congress of the United 

States, passed on the 29th day of March, 1806, en- 
titled “an act to regulate the laying out and mak- 
ing a road from Cumberland, in the state of Mzry- 
land, tothe state of Ohio,”’ the President of the U. 
States was empowered to lay out a road from the 
Potomac tojthe Ohio river, and to take measures 
for making the same, so soon as the consent of the 
legislatures of the several states, through which the 
said road should pass, could be obtained; and where- 
as application has been made to this general assem- 
dly, by the president* of the United States, for its con- 
sent tothe measures aforesaid: 

Sec. 1. Be it therefore enacted by the general as- 
sembly, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby authorized to cause so much 
of the said road as will be within this state, to be 
cut out from the place where the same may enter 
the territory of this state, to such point or place 
on the Ohio river as now is, or may hereafter be, 
agreed on by the president or congress of the Unit- 
ed States, and to cause the said road to be made, 
regulated, and completed, within the limits, and 
according to the true intent and meaning of the be- 
fore recited act of congress, or any future act by 
them to be passed in relation thereto, 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That such person or 
persons as are, or shall be, appointed for the pur- 





*Mr. J efferson, 


pose of laying out and completing the said road, 
under the authority of the U. States, sball have full 
power and authority to enter upon the lands 
through which the same may pass, and upon any 
lands near or adjacent thereto, and therefrom to 
take, dig, cut, and carry away, such materials of 
earth, stone, gravel, timber, and sand, as may be 
necessary for completing the said road. 

Sec. 3. Provided, nevertheless, That such materials 
shall be valued and appraised in the same man- 
ner as materials taken for similar purposes, under 
the authority of the commonwealth, are by the 
laws thereof directed to be valued and appraised; 
and a certificate of the amount thereof shall, by 
the person or persons appointed, or hereafter to 
be appeinted, under the authority of the United 
States, for the purpose aforesaid, be delivered to 
each party entitled thereto, for any materials to be 
taken by virtue of this act, to entitle him or her to 
receive payment therefor from the United States. 

Sec. 4. This act shall be in force from the pass- 
ing thereof. 

Passed in the session of 1807. 





DzesaTes In coneress. Having alluded to the 
following report of a speech delivered in congress, 
to support an opinion that if speeches were re- 
ported as delivered, that we should have a much 
less number of them, we have thought it best to 
publish the article. It is copied from the Boston 
Daily Advertiser, and said to have been pronounc- 
ed in congress on the 6th inst. when the question 
of appropriating 9000 dollars for the Cumberland 
‘road was before the house of representatives, 

“Mr. Baily, of Md. I shall not use so much slan 
as many men on this floor. Some of them talk a 
a great deal without knowing much about the sub-: 
ject. I have read in the newspapers that this is the 
wisest congress we have ever had; and they are the 
most dilatory. In truth we take time to consider 
well. What is this 9000 dollars? Let’s give it to 
*em-—-give ’em a good road. Gentlemen think that 
it will facilitate intercourse between the east and 
west, and diffuse knowledge. 1 think so too. I 
think we ought to give our brothers in the west 
some intelligence, for many of them get up and 
speak here without intelligence. If we have not a 
communication of this sort, we shall be separate 
and distinct states. We cannot preserve the union 
except by a commercialintercourse. Nothing but 
commerce can save us. Why was Alexander cal. 
led Alexander the great? Not because he conquer- 
ed the world, but because he connected together all 
parts of the world in a grand commercial system—- 
because he built Alexandria, and associated his 
name with the great system of international know- 
ledge and profit, of which he was the author.— 
That’s the reason he was called great. If there 
were not a chance to get acquainted in the way of 
business, we should hate and despise, and bye and 
bye we should kill one another; Pennsylvania would 
like to put a mountain right in the middle of Cum- 
berland road. Some men from Pennsylvania don’t 
like it; that is, the Pittsburg interest, don’t like it. 
It spoils their great road and hurts the towns situat- 
edthereon. The truth is, the question is not whe- 
ther this road is a good thing for the nation, but is it 
profitable to Pennsylvania, “that’s the question.” I 
never have been on this road, and I never shail be 
on it,—according to my present ideas; for 1 have 
no notion as yet of becoming an emigrant; but then 
I like that our western friends should have a good 
road to travel, when they come here. They live 





in a wilderness; and they will be very much plegs- 
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ed, and like us better, if we make a good read for 
them. If we don’t keep up an easy and comforta- 
ble communication, we shall be divided into eas- 
tern men, and men of the weeds. But when we let 
one another have what we don’t want and get what 
we do want, and when we are all the time receiv- 
ing favors from one another, and find that we think, 
and feel, and speak just alike; ecod! we begin 
to be very good friends, (The chairman called 
the gentlemen from Md. to order.) Mr. B. said 
that he used the language of our brothers from 
the west. But Mr. chairman, this isa great nation- 
al subject, and we must think as much alike as pos- 
sible. We might make a great canal between 
Chesapeak bay and the Delaware; we can do. it 
with steck if we are a mind to. New York. has a 
great canal which her great men think goes round 
the world. She has wise men teo—wiser I dare say, 
than she has sent here fer these two or three years.— 
She was helped a little in making her canal by salt 
and Saratoga water. But this has nothing to do 
with the subject. I am for repairing this road.— 
What’s $9000? Let’s give ’em a good bridge too 
over the Monongahela. Instead of forty thousand 
dollars to build a wooden bridge; give ’em a hun- 
dred and forty thousand to make a good stone one. 
They will think the better of us every time they 
pass over it. They will march over it to fight for 
us; we shall march over it to fight for them. I 
merely got up to assist our brothers from the west. 
I hav’nt any interest in the business; and the gentle- 
man from Richmond bere has no interest in it; and 
I hope he’ll assist me.” 

Acricutturat. From the Fayetteville, (CM. C. ) 
Odserver.—We understand that James Seawell, 
esq. of this place, is making the attempt to natu- 
rahze the Sea Jsland and Brazil cotton to this 
climate, and has planted on his farm on the Cape- 
Fear, near this place, nearly 20 bushels of the 
seed of this kind of cotton, and has received from 
a gentleman, now on a visit at Baltimore, resident 
at the Havana, the seed of a particular and highly 
esteemed tobacco, raised in the island of Cuba on- 
ly, called the “de /a Vuelta abaza,” the culture of 
which, has long been heid by the planters of the 
Island, located between the Havana and Mariel as 
their exclusive property, and cultivated by none 
others in the island of Cuba; its value is estimated 
for segars at from 14 to 2 per pound, These ex- 
periments are of no ordinary magnitude to the 
planters and land holders on the Cape Fear. Mr. 
S.is no less a practical farmer than an operative 
man in every enterprize he has undertaken; and 
has suceeded in cultivating the common Upland 
Cotton on these lands to great advantage, having 
the last year raised a crop of cotton equal in guan- 


Carolina or Georgia lands. 





Fonzien News. By severai late arrivals from Eu- 
rope, the public mind has been considerably agitat- 
edsince our last. London papers of the 11th of March 


ive us almost reason to believe that a revolu-; 


tion had really commenced.in France, and that the 
ery was for Napoleonthe second. A certain ge- 
neral Benton was said to have raised the tri-color- 
ed flag, issued proclamations, and collected a con- 
siderable force at ‘Tours, from whence he had 
marched to Laumur, gathering force like a snow- 
ball. Paris accounts were then received that gave 
some details of these events, but made them out to 
be the acts of a few rebellious individuals, who 
were promptly put down by the military, who re- 





: ore 


mained entirely faithful to the king; that Benton 
had fled in disguise, and that all things were quiet, 
though this did not exactly appear to be the case. 
Another arrival stated that the “rebels” had been 
dispersed without difficulty and that several of them 
had been arrested—still it appeared that Paris was 
in so great a ferment that large bodies of troops 
had been called out to preserve the peace; and 
by another vessel, bringing London dates of the 
17th of March, we learn that the greatest alarm 
prevailed in Paristhat the streets were paraded 
by large parties crying, Vive la charfe, vive la na- 
tion, vive Napoleon. How much of truth there is in 
all these things, we cannot pretend to say. 

It is reported that a secret marriage has taken 
place between the king of England and a princess 
of Denmark. 

In Ireland, though great outrages were still com- 
mitted, the strong arm of government was reducing 
the people to order. Many persons had been tried 
—a number were executed at once and others im- 
mediately put on board transports for New South 
Wales. For a man to be absent from his home at 
night, subjects him to transportation. Some riots 
had taken place in Suffolk and Norfolk, (England); 
to suppress which the military were used. 

The people of the Ionian islands are used with 
the greatest severity by the British—military law 
prevails, 

Gen. Riego ‘now is president of the Spanish 
cortes. The state of things is improving. The 


}number of deaths, by yellow fever, at Barcelona, 


during the last autum, is reported at more than 
10,000—suppossed nut to have been less than 
12,000; aboutthe sixth of all that inhabited it. 


The question of war or peace between Russia 
and Turkey remained undecided, but there are va- 
rious rumors which render it highly probable that 
hostilities would commence early in the spring.— 
A letter from St. Petersburg, dated Feb. 17, says 
that a declaration of war against Turkey was mo- 
mentarily expected—-an alliance with Prussia is spo- 
ken of—the emperor was about to proceed to join 


the grand army. It now appears to be the belief 
{in England that war is inevitable. <A letter from 


Odessa says, that the Persians had refused the inter- 
vention of the British minister, and issued a formal 
declsration of war againstthe Turks. <A strong re- 


| port prevails that Ali Pacha of Janina has, at last, 


fallen into the hands of his enemies, by treachery. 
He had immense treasures in his possession--it is 
stated that he will be sent to Constantinople, as 
that he desired to make some important communi- 
}cations to the sultan. There were at Smyrna, 
about the 19th of Feb. 9 French, 3 British, and 5 
Austrian vessels of war, as squadrons of observa- 


tion. A Dutch frigate had left tl ‘ ay 
tity and quality to the acre, to any of the best South | oy ch frigate had left the port a few days 


before. The presence of these ships had had a 
wholesome effect on the Turks. 


Austria is reported to have addressed a circular 
to all the European courts, declaring in substance, 
that there shall not be any war, for that she is de- 
termined to maintain peace. In this procedure it is 
believed that she is backed by France and England: 
But Alexander is increasing hisarmy onthe Turkish 
frontier, and seems resolved to manage his concerns 
in his own way. 

It appears that the Spanish authorities in the 
West Indies have or are about to authorize the fit- 
ting out of privateers fur the capture of vessels pro- 
ceeding to or from the ports and places possessed 
by the independents. 





A vessel has arrived at Callao from New York 
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with flour, which sold for ‘twenty-five dollars per 
barrel, free of duty. 

The latest papers mention, that the emperor 
of Kussia has repl..2 to the joint note of Austria 
and Great Britain, in which he refuses to admit 
any foreign interference in his affairs with Turkey, 
and avaricty of circumstances are presented that 
favor the idea of hostilitics—which, we now think, 
have before this time commenced: if so, no one 
can calculate the consequenoés. The Greeks are 
evidently gathering s:rength and gaining ground. 





Portueat. The following is given as the extent 
and population of the Portuguese monarchy: 


square popu- 

leagues, lation. 
Portugal and the Algarves 4.630 3,680,000 
Brazil and Guiana 277,000 2,400,000 
Madeira and Porto Santo 50 91,200 
Azores 147 36,000 
Cape de Verds ; 53 35,000 
Government cf Angola 70 75,000 
Mosambique 159 69,000 
Goa 32 60,000 
‘Timor and Solor 33 15,060 
Macoa 14 33,800 





282,168 6.486.060 

Of the population, about 2,000 0/0 are slaves — 
chiefly located in Brazil and Guiana. 

The crown revennes are about 20,000,000 dol- 
lars per ann. The armed force in Europe is 25,009 
men, in Brazil, troops of the line and militia, 50,- 
@00. he marine is about eight ships of the line 
and sixteen frigates, with some smaller vessels. 





REMARKABLE LIBERALiITY! At a meeting of gen- 
tlemen at Dumfries, Scotland, to celebrate the an- 
niversary of the birth day of Robert Burns, the 
following toast was given by Mr. Harkness: “The 
health of Washington Irving, the author of the 
Sketch Book--A transatlantic writer, to whom 
we are indebted for one of the richest and most 
varied intellectual repasts which perhaps bas ever 
been served up to the votaries of literature; and 
who has embalmed his memory in a. work, which 
will float his name to after ages in a noble stream 
of melodious prose ” 





—_ 


Retrenchment of Expenses. 


Report of the seiect commitiee appointed on the 18th of 
February last, to inquire whether any part of the 
public expen'hiture can be retrenched without detri- 
ment ‘o the public service, Ec, Ge. 

In the house of representatives, April 15, 1822, read and ordered 

to lie on the table. 

The select committee, appointed to inquire wheth er 
any part of the public expenditure can be re- 

trenched, without detriment to the public ser- 

vice, and whether there be any offices or ap 

pointments in the government of the United 

States, which have become useless and unneces- 

sary, and can be dispensed with, report in part: 

The first subject which presented itself to the 
committee, in the discharge of the duties imposed 
on them by the resolution of the house, was to 
ascertain, with as much certainty as practicable, 
the sums properly chargeable upon the revenue 
by the existing laws. 





ee 


The stock, composing the debt, and when reim. 
bursable, is shown by the following table: 
Deferred six per cent. stock $1,525,326 12 
Three per cent. stock 13,295,956 04, 


Six per cent stock of 1796 80,000 00 
Exchanged six per cent. stock 2,668,974 99 
Six per cent. stock of 1812 6,187,006 84 


Ditto of 1813, ($16,000,000 loan) 15,521,156 45 
Ditto of ($7,500,000 loan) 6, 836, 152 39 
Ditto of 1814,($25 & 3,000,000 loan) 13,011,437 63 
Ditto of 1815 9,490, 099 10. 
Treasury note six per cent, stock 1,465,285 47 
Ditto seven per cent, 8,606,355 27 
Five per cent. stock, (subscription 

to bank United States) 7,000,000 00 
Six per ct. stock of the loan of 1820 2,000,600 00 
Five percent. of ditto 999,999. 13 
Ditto of 1521 4,735,296 30 


G935,425,605 73 
The above amount of debt is reimbursable as 
follows: 
In 1822 deferred six per cent. stock $566,588 75 
1823 ditto 602.836 47 
1824 ditto § 356.400 90 


, rw 
1,525,826 12 








1825 exchanged six per 
cent. stock 2,668,974 99 
Six p. ct. of 1812 6,187,006 84 
treasury note six 
6p.ct. stock 1,465,285 47 
ditto 7 percent. 8,606,355 2 





18,927,622 57 
1826 six p. ct. stock 
of 1813, (loan of 
$16,000,000) 15,521,136 45 
Six p. ct. stock 
of 1813, (loan of 
$7,500,000) 6,836,232 39 
22,557,368 84 
1827 six per cent. stock of 1814 13,011,437 63 
1828 six per cént. stock of 1815 9,490,099 10 
1832 five per cent, stock of 1820 999,999 13 
1835 five per cent. stock of 1821 4,735,296 30 
Stock reimbursable at the plea. 
sure of the government: | 
Three per cent. stock 15,295,956 04 
Fv: per cent stock subscription to 
bank of the United States 
Six per cent. stock of 1820 
Six per cent, stock of 1796 





7,000,000 00 
2,000,000 00 
8U,0U0 00 - 


B9S,423,605 73 
In addition to the public debt, asit now stands, 
there will have to-be added, it is presumed, 
$5,000,000 of at least five per cent. stock, to dis. 
charge the claims against Spain, agreeably to the 
stipulation s with that government, atid whichis the 
consideration for the purchase of Florida; which 
will make the public debt $8, 423,605 73; the in« 
terest upon which will be $5,410,248 24 annually, 
The estimates, as furnished by the secretary of 
the treasury, for the year 1822, stand thus: 
Civil, diplomatic and miscellaneous $1,664,297 00 
Military service, &c. 5,108,097 52 
Naval service, &c. 25,452,410 27 
Te the naval service, add 349,000 U0 
(part of the $500,000 for the gra- 
dual increase of the navy, not in- 
cluded in the estimate); and, also, 








The next in order, the means of the government j The interest on the naticna! 


to meet those demands. 

The public debt, independent of the floating 
u nliquidated demands, is $93,423,605 73; the in- 
terest upon that sum, annually, is $5,165,248 24, 


i Making the sum of 





dicbt, as 
above estimated, (which will be the 
amount after the year 1622) 5,410,248 24 


$14,935,053 03 
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This estimate is made without allowing one cent 


to the sinking fund for the gradual discharge of 


the public debt. . | 

The civil, diplomatic, and miscellaneous expen. 
ditures, they believe, are estimated too low, be- 
cause the foreign intercourse about to be opened 
between the United Siates and Portugal, and also 
with the independent nations of North and South 
America, will add to the sum at least $120,000. 
Although it may be objected, that, in the estimates 
fer the military service, &c. a sum is included for 
arrearages prior to the first of January, 1817, yet 
it is believed by the committee, that the deficien- 
cies not included in the estimate in that depart- 
ment, forthe year 1821, which amount to 521,886 
57 cents, are equal to the arrearages prior to the 
first of January, 1817. It may alsu be objected, 
that part of the estimates for the war department, 
such as fortifications, are only temporary. To that 
it may be answered, that, when the fortifications 
are finished, the expenses will be rather increased 
than diminished by the additional number of men 
necessary to manthem, It may be further object- 
ed, that, in the estimates for the naval service, the 


sum of $500,000 is included, which expenditure is+ 


also temporary, as the appropriation for that ob- 
ject is to last but five years. The committee are 
of opinion that the additional number of men and 
officers, which the navy will then require, in addi- 
tion tothe sums required from time to time to refit 
and keep in repair the vessels, will make a greater 
demand from that department upon the treasury 
than is estimated. 

They would further remark, that congress, each 
session, upon an average, appropriates for tempo- 
rary purposes, and which cannot be taken into any 
estimate, a sum equal to $200,000. 


They, therefore, have no hesitation in giving it 
as the result of their most deliberate opinion, that, 
according to the now existing laws, the estimate 
which they have made, of $14,935,053 03, as a 

ermanent charge upon the revenue is not too 
high. 

The committee will now proceed to the consi- 
deration of the means of the government to meet 
the current demands against it. The estimates 
given by the secretary of the treasury are as fol- 
lows: 


Customs ¥ 14,000,000 
Public lands 1,600,000 
Bank dividends 350,000 





Arrears of direct tax and internal duties 75,000 
Moneys recovered out of advances made 
in the war department before the Ist of 
July, 1815 60,000 
Incidental receipts 25,000 
Making $16,110,000 


The committee are apprehensive that the cus- 
toms will not be as productive as by some have 
been supposed, and by others confidently predict- 
ed. For the year 1821, the receipts from the same 
source amounted to $12,968,915 15. 


Why, then, this increase in the estimates? It is 
a fact, well ascertained, that the exports of do- 
mestic articles for the year 1820, amounted to 
$51,684,000, and that the exports of the same arti- 
cles for the year 1821, amount to but $45,671,894. 
Although the amount-of imports may have an ap- 
parent increase, yet it may be considered as an 
axiom in political economy, that the imports never 
can be considered as increasing, when, at the same 


| time, there is a falling off of the exports; and if in 
any one year the imports shall appear to increase, 
when the exports, instead of a correspondent in- 
crease, are actually diminished, we ought to attri- 
‘bute it either to an excresence upon the regular 
operations of trade, or that the imports were in- 
tended for exportation again. That the excess in 
the importations for the year 1821 was owing to an 
intention of re-exporting part of the same goods, 
is now manifested by the fact that the debentures 
will greatly exceed the estimate of the treasury 
department. They can, therefore, see no reason 
why the estimate for 1822 ought to exceed the 
amount received from the same source in 1821; but 
suppose that the customs shall yield, for.a series of 
years, $14,000,000—and beyond that sum it would 
be entirely unsafe to estimate them; because, al- 
though the nation is increasing in population and 
wealth, yet, with feelings of pride, it ought to be 
recollected that she is rapidly incréasing in her do- 
mestic manufactures, and, as far as they are con. 
sumed, so far will the foreign fabrics be thrown out 
of market, and part of the exports be turned into 
the channels of domestic trade by way of barter. 

The duty arising from sugar imported, will,be 
greatly diminished, if not, in a few years, entirely 
cut off, by the use of the sugar of Louisiana and 
Florida. The estimate forthe year 1822, of 1,600,000 
dollars from the public lands, they flatter them- 
selves will be realized, owing to the discount of 
thirty-seven and one half per cent. which is offered 
to the debtors for public lands who shall pay by 
September next. All whodo not avail themselves 
of the discount offered for prompt payment, will 
accept the credit given bythe act of 1821. From 
this circumstance it is believed, that, as a perma- 
nent source of revenue, after the year 1822, one 
million per annum would bea high estimate. The 
resource of public lands cannot be considered as 
entirely a permanent one, and they very much 
deprecate the policy of throwing so much land 
into market, and hope, for the future, it will not be 
pursued beyond the limits of the present states 
and territories, The policy is ruinous to the west- 
ern country, by draining it of all the precious me- 
tals, and consequently embarrassing its circulating 
medium. The origin of all the pecuniary difficul- 
ties of the west may be traced tothis cause. The 
impolicy of the measure is again made manifest, 
by dispersing the population over too great an ex- 
tent of territory, by which means there is great 
danger that the government, at a day not distant, 
if the policy be not checked, will fall to pieces by 
its own unwieldiness, and consequent imbecility. 
| The administration of such a government can ne- 
ver be felt to the extremities of the empire. This 
system of measures keeps up an irritated state of 
feelings between the Indian tribes and the people 
of the United States; besides, humanity forbids the 
driving those unfortuna‘e people to the ends of the 
habitable earth; at the,same time, self-respect 
ought to restrain the United States from amusing 
and gulling them and the world, about, in point of 
practice, the unmeaning word of civilization. 

In the estimate of the bank dividend of 350,000 
dollars, on what data the secretary went in making 
that estimate they know not, as the bank has never 
yet averaged four per cent. perannum, The items 
in the estimate of seventy-five, sixty, and twenty 
five thousand dollars, are not of a permanent cha- 
racter. 

Suppose, then, the estimate of a permanent na- 
ture should stand thus: 
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Customs Se ‘ é ‘ 
Public lands > ‘ ‘ 
Bank dividends . . ‘ 


$14,000,000 00 
1,000,000 00 
350,000 00 





15,350,000 00 
The estimates of the committee, 


as a permanent charge upon. 
the revenue 14,935,053 03 





Balance in favor of the revenue $414,946 97 

Which balance is scarcely sufficient to relieve 
the treasury from its immediate embarrassments, 
and meet the unforeseen contingent expenses of 
government. To talk of the present resources of 
government, encumbered with the demands as 
now authorized by law; and, also, the present em- 
barrassments of the treasury, which will be more 
particularly noticed hereafter, as being sufficient 
to operate at all upon, much less redeem, within a 
reasonable time, the public debt, is the veriest de- 
lusion that any enlightened people ever fell into, 
and nothing could keep it up but a reluctance at 
parting with any of the expenditures of govern- 
ment. The conclusion of the committee, of the 
inadequacy of the present revenue, encumbered 
with the existing demands, is confirmed by the me. 
lancholy fact, that, in 1820, the public debt was 
$89,112,916 63; in 1821, $91,294,416 51; in 1822, 
$93,423,605 73. 

The committee regret to find the treasury not in 
as flourishing a situation as the president supposed, 
in his message to both houses of congress at the 
opening of thesession, It is-true that, on the first 
of January, 1822, there was a supposed balance in 
the treasury of $1,777,648 58 
Which is part of the loan of 1821, 

t: and no part of the permanent re- 
venue of government. 
That sum, nevertheless, is 

to be subjected to the 

following deductions 226,155 $5. 
The estimate of the quar- 

ter ending the 3lst of 

Dec. 1821, being es- 

timated too high by that 

amount. 


- Deficiencies in the Indian 


and pension department 
for the year 1821 

Unavailable funds in the 
treasury 


521,886 57 


842,159 60 
- 1,590,182 00 








Leaving only 
This sum of $187,466 58, is all that 
is, in reality, left to discharge the 
balance of appropriations for the 
year 1821, which must be required, 
and which amounts to 


$187,466 58 


2,268,611 28 





Leaving a balance of $2,081,144 70 
which must remain a charge upon the revenue of 
1822. 

From the previous part of this report, these 
three conclusions are clearly deducible: 

First. That the present resources of the govern- 
ment are scarcely equal to the authorized and cur- 
rent demands upon the treasury, without operat. 
ing upon any part of the principal of the public 
debt. 

Secondly. That the treasury, after deducting the 
deficiencies for the last year, the over estimate for 
the quarter of the year ending 31st of December, 
1821, the amount of unavailable funds, and the ba- 





ate 





lance of appropriations, as above stated, which 
will be required, is in arrear $2,081,144 70 for the 
year 1821, which sum must be charged upon the — 
revenues of 1822. 3 

Thirdly. That the public debt now amounts to 
$93,425,605 73, and will shortly amount to $98, 
423,605 73. : 

The question comes fairly before the nation, 
what disposition shall be made of the public debt? 
Shall we go on and make the experiment, and 
solve the question long agitated among politicians 
—is a national debt a curse, ora blessing? The 
committee, however solicitous some may be totry 
the experiment, and leave to the ‘silent operations 
of time the solution of the proposition, are unani- 
mously of opinion that every effort, within the 
power of the government, and which would not 
be extremely prejudicial to the interest uf the 
people, should be made to redeem the public debt 
as goon as possible. 

A national debt creates, in the persons of the 
stockholders, a proud, haughty aristocracy, in their 
manners extremely offensive, and ever destitute 
of that kind of patriotism and love of country that 
would sacrifice their pecuniary interest for that of 
the nation. It creates a body of men whose inte- 
rest is separate and distinct, and at war with that 
of the great mass of the people, and who have an 
undue influence upon the administration of govern- 
ment. The stock contributes nothing to the sup- 
port of government, when every other kind of 
property does. The balance of the nation, as we 
see by an example in Great Britain, become the 
slaves, the hewers of wood, and drawers of water, 
for the stockholders. Already have the people of 
the United States paid to the stockholders, on the 
score of interest, §119,489,394 84. 

Money has been emphatically denominated the 
sinews of war. A payment of the public debt in 
times of peace, is a much better and more pleasing _ 
preparation for war than armies, fortifications and 
navies. It puts public credit upona better foot- 
ing, and, in another war, loans can be more advan- 
tageously obtained. In every war, the nation may 
be engaged in—and anexemption from that scourge 
of mankind is not to be expected—a resort must 
be had to loans. The consequence will be that, 
if the. public debt is not paid off in times of peace, 
and additions made to itin times of war, the pay- 
ment of the interest will become an insupportable 
burthen. 

In 1816, a sinking fund was created of ten mil- 
lions. It is believed by the committee, that, un- 
less commerce is much more prosperous than 
can be anticipated, that with the most rigid eco- 
nomy practicable, consistent with keeping up the 
necessary establishments of government, and with- 
out resorting to the aid of internal duties and 
taxes, the government cannot set apart ten mil- 
lions of her revenue on account of the pub- 
lic debt, and that, instead of ten, eight millions 
will be the extent; but whatever the amount of 
the sinking fund may be, the same should not be 
nominal, but real, and held imviolate, and never 
touched for any other purpose. The people would 
thereby have certain assurances, that the national 
debt would be discharged within a given time. 
The full operation of a sinking fund of eight mil- 
lions, would redeem the public debt in 1842, by 
extinguishing first the six per cent. stock until the 
seven shall become reimbursable, and then ope. 
rate upon the stock bearing the highest interest 
first, computing the three per cent. stock at two 
thirds the nominal amount, In this estimate the 
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stock which will be created on account of the 
purchase of Florida is included, and the stock due 
the bank of the United States excluded, because 
the stock which the government has in bank, will 
always be equal to the like amount of five per cent. 
stock due the bank. 

From the facts exhibited in this report, and the 
conclusions deduced therefrom by the committee, 
these questions necessarily occur. 

First, has the government the means of creating 
and keeping up a sinking fand of eight millions, and 
if she has, what are those means? 


Some politiciens have supposed that at the end 
of each fiscal year, there will be an unexpended 
balance of appropriations which will be required 
in the year succeeding, and that the same will ave. 
rage from year tu year one million and a half of 
dollars; that the government can consider that sum 
as a bank would her deposites, and carry the same 
to the credit of government for the succeeding 
year. The amount of unexpended balances, which 
will be required to mect the object of appropria- 
tions, depends so much upon unforeseen events, 
and contingencies, (sume years the appropriations 
are deficient, other years when the government 
has a full treasury, and appropriates liberally, the 
balance may be considerable), as, in the opinion 
of the committee, to render that sum too unsafe 
and precarious to be calculated upon. 


The means within the control of government 
are not temporary Joans, as a late short-sighted 
policy seem to indicate, but they are, first, a new 
modification of the tariff of duties; secondly, re- 
trenchment in the expenditure of government; 
thirdly, internal, direct and indirect taxation. 


In rélation tothe first question proposed, the 
committee decline going into the question with 
any other view than that of revenue; they do be- 
heve, that an additional duty upon woolen manu. 
factures, and that a diminution of the duties alrea- 
dy imposed upon articles, particularly cotton, im- 
ported from countries beyond the Cape of Good 
Hope, would increase the customs; besides, should 
the whole tariff be revised with no other view 
than that of revenue, they have no doubt but that 
the same could be made much more productive. 
As it respects the second proposition, to wit: a 
retrenchment of the expenditures of government, 
the committee disclaim all intention of cutting 
down and destroying any one useful or necessary 
establishment of government; but at the same time 
that they make this declaration, they have no he- 
sitation in saying, that, from the best investigation 
they can give the subject, that such retrenchments 
can be made in the public expenditures, as will 
save to the treasury, annually, near two millions of 
dollars, and not impair or weaken any of the per- 
manent establishments of the government; but, on 
the contrary, give it renewed health and vigor, 
like cutting away the dead timber from a forest 
of young trees. If there be any one feature in 
the administration of the different governments 
of the earth, more uniform, more alike, and more 
inveterate than any other, it is the continued dis- 
position to increase the expenses of government, 
and an unwillingness to retrench: the cause is very 
obvious: those in power are dis-inclined to part 
with any of the emoluments of office. Even should 
not much be saved by efforts towards retrench- 
ment, yet a check to the present disposition of go- 
vernment to increase the expenditures thereof, is 
gaining a great point. Fabius, the Roman dicta- 
tor, and Washington, both thought, and so did their | 


> 


countries, that to prevent the enemy from gaining 
a victory, wasto obtain one themselves. 

The committee in this report, decline going into 
the several subjects of the retrenchment, which 
they intend to propose; because each distinct sub- 
oo will form the basis of a separate report and 

iii. 

The third subject proposed in this inquiry, as 
forming a part of the ways and means of govern- 
ment, is a resort to a system of internal, direct, 
and indirect taxation; this mode of raising and 
collecting a revenue is at all times to be avoided 
by government, unless the most imperious neces- 
sity requires it, such as war, when the other rte- 
sources of government are to a great extent cut 
off. Inthe imposition of internal direct taxes, only 
such objects can be selected as are visible, and, 
to a certain extent tangible, it consequently. falls 
principally upon the agricultural part of the coun- 
try, and the great moneyed capitalists escape its 
operation. Owing to that clause in the consti- 
tution which compels congress to apportion direct 
taxes according to the representation; it falls une- 
qually upon the different states, some paying three 
times as much upon the hundred dollars as others; 
again, the collection of that kind of revenue is 
odious and oppressive, because, there is no choice 
left to the people, whether they have the means 
of payment cr not, as there is in the duty collected 
from the consumption of goods, and nothing is so 
consoling to the teelings of a man, as.to have or 
seem to have the right to elect whether he will 
pay the tax or not. 

The very collection of that kiad of revenue is 
vexations in its operation, by introducing into the. 
domestic circle of a man, the rude and not unfre- 
quently fraudulent tax-gatherer; moreover, inter- 
nal taxation is the only source of revenue left to 
the states to support their respective governments; 
and common justice towards them forbids a resort 
to this kind of revenue, until every other means 
shall fail; besides, two sets of tax gatherers at the 
same time collecting from the people, renders it 
difficult for them to know how much they oweto 
each government, and greatly increases the facili- 
ties which the collectors of the revenue too fre- 
quently avail themselves of, to practice frauds and 
impositions in their collections. Another reason, 
which has great weight with the committee, is, 
that it costs the solvent man more to get his con- 
tribution in that way into the public treasury, than 
any other mode of collecting a revenue ever re- 
sorted to by the United States. From an inquiry 
at the treasury department, it is ascertained that 
the gross amount of the direct tax, since the forma- 
tion of the government, is $14,029,997 60; the 
payments into treasury from the same source, is 
$12,626,815 50; from which deduct $672,516 27 
for the expenses of collection, which leaves a ba- 
lance of 11,954,297 235; this result shews that from 
former experiments, it has cost the man who did 
pay, $14 78 tor each $100, that reached the trea- 
sury. the gross amount of internal duties for the 
same period, is $25,015,720 43; the amount re- 
ceived from the same sources, is $21,957,061 14; 
the expenses of collection 2,105,317 78, which, de- 
ducted from the amount received, leaves $19,851, - 
743 16; the per cent. is 420 64. The above cal- 
culations include insolvencies of individuals, de- 
falcations of officers, and all the expenses of col- 
lection. 

It is probable that some of the outstanding debts 
and dues may yet be collected, but it is believed 





the amount will be trifling. 
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The gross amount of customs for the same period, 
is $494,933,179 11; the expenses of collection are 
$14,556,853 97; making $2 90 upon each hundred 
dojlars. In 1819, an estimate was made of the 
amount _of revenue bonds due, and the whole 
amount was equal to forty five cents upon the hun- 
dred dollars of the gross amount of the customs, 
the greater part of which bonds are considered re- 


coverable; since 1819, the revenue bonds due and } 


unpaid, have not increased in a greater proportion. 


The foregoing considerations induce the commit- 
tee to believe, that it wculd be unwise and impoh- 
tic to resort to the ways and means of internal du- 
ties and taxes for the support of government, and 
redemption of the public debt, at this time, when 
every object of government can be answered with- 
out it. 


The committee cannot, in justice to themselves, 
conclude this report without bringing to the view 
of the house the former operations of this govern- 
ment, under the administration cf presidents Jeffer 
sonand Madison. In 1801, at the commencement of 
Mr. Jefferson’s administration, the public debt was 
$83,038,050 80; the who'ie amount of revenue for 
that year was $12,846,530 $5, and from that period 
up to the year 1812, inclusive, $45,254,675 01, of 
the principal of the public debt was redeemed with- 
out resorting to internal, direct, or indirect taxa- 
tion, and with a commerce embarrased and tram- 
melled by embargoes, restrictions, and non-inter- 
course, French, Berlin, and Milan decrees, and Bri 
tish orders in council; and at the same time deriv- 
ing little or no aid from the sale of public Janda, 
and a very inconsiderable sum from loans, except, 
the loan of 1812, which was obtained to enable the 
government to prepare for war. It has been said 





by some, that the government can, without any ma- | 
terial alteration in her present ways and means, | 
meet her current expenses, as now authorized by | 
Jaw, and within a period, not very remote, pay off | 
the national debt; to support this position a refer- | 
ence is made to the amount paid since the war; the | 
public debt in 1816, was $123,052,782 62, which is | 
the highest point to which it ever arrived; at the 
same time there might be a floating debt, such as 
arrearages due the army, &c. The reason of this 
operation upon the national debt is obvious; the go- 
vernment. had at that time extraordinary means; 
the proceeds of the war taxes and duties; also, an 
unexpended balance of the loans of 1815 and 1816; 
the excessive importations immediately after the 
war, made the receipts of the treasury, from customs 
alone, in 1816, $56,000,000, when they had only 
been estimated at $25,000,000. 


In conelusion, the committee submit to the house 
the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the policy of resorting to loans, for the support 
of government in times of peace, is unwise and inexpedient. 

Resolved, Yhat this g° ernment owes it to the people to take 
eflicieut measures for the redemption of the public debt. 

Resolved, That the resources of this nation are such as to ren- 
der unnecessary a resort to a system of internal, direct and indi- 
rect taxation. 

Resolved, That this government ought to adopt such a system 
of retrenchment as will dispense with useless expenditures, and 
bring the pay and salaries of the officers of government to what 
they were during the administration of former presidents. 

Resolved, That the tariff ought to be new modified with a view 
to revenue. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—-APRIL 20). 


Mr. Hardin, from the committee on retrenchment, 
made the following report, accompanied by a bill, 
reducing the compensation of senators, representa- | 
tives, and delegates, of territories, to dol- | 


| 





lars per day; also of the clerks, messengers, &e, of 


> 


the house, which was committed to the whol® 
house, ) 
‘Lhe select committee, to which was referred a re- 
lolution of this house directing an enquiry to be 
made whether any part of the public expenditures 
can be retreiched without detriment to the public 
service, and whether there be any officesS in the 
government of the United States which have be- 
come useless and unnecessary, and can be dispens- 
ed with, report in part, , 
That from the best estimate they could make, 
as to the average exnenses of both houses of con- 
gress, taking one session with another, and allow- 
ing each session to be as long as the sessions of the 
16th congress, the same wiil stand thus or nearly so; 
Pay and mileage of the members $356,975 90 


Salaries of clerina &c. 17,100, UO 

Salaries of door-keepers, sergeant ? 
of arms &c. 9,060 00 
— 





; 363,075 90 

The committee propose to reduce the pay and 
mileage of the members to six dollars per day, and 
six dollars for every twenty miles trayel; also, the 
pay of the clerk of the house of representatives 
and secretary of the senate to {2000 each; the 
principal deputy of each house to $1500, and the 
other deputies to $1,200; the dvor-keeper and 
their assistants, and the sergeant at arms of each 
house to six dollars a day during the session of 
congress; and to each door-keeper for taking care 
of that part of the capitol, not set apart for the use 
of congress, $200 in addition. If these reductions 
proposed shall be made, it will lessen the expendi- 
ture for the legislative department, about $90,000 
annually, and after the 17th congress, the reduc- 
tions will be equal to near $100,006. - The commit- 
tee, in proposing to reduce the expenses of the lee 
gislative department,are influenced by several cone 
siderations. They are decidedly of opinion that 
nothing can save the nation trom a system of in- 
ternal taxation, but retrenchment in the public ex- 


| penditures, and a return of good old principles, which 


for some years past have been lost sight of. ‘The 
pay of congress from the formation of government 
until a few years ago, was what is now proposed 
by the committee, and money is now worth as 
much as it has been at any period within the last 
twenty or thirty years. It may be objected that a 
reduction of the pay of the members will drive all 
those who are not wealthy out of congress; to that 
it may be answered that the former experience of 
the government, in operation before the compen- 
sation was raised, prove the contrary; for the best 
talents in America, since the formation of this go- 
vernment, have been procured, and ambitious of a 
seat in congress: besides money cannot be the ob- 
ject of any man in accepting a seat in congress, an 
indemnity is all he can or oughtto expect. It has 
been alleged by some that the pay of the members 
should be so high as to make them entirely inde- 
pendent of the influence of executive patronage; 
if there be any thing in that argument, this answer 
may be given, that the committee are fearful that 
eight dollars a day would not answer the desired 
purpose: without going further into the discussion 
of this question, the coinmittee are unanimously of 
opinion in the great and good work of retrenchment, 
congress ought to be the first to set an example to 
the balance of the nation, énd begin with them- 
selves; they therefore to effectuate the objects 
pointed out in this report, submit to this house the 
foliowing bill. [Here follows the bill] 
The above was read an ordered to be printed. 
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Laws of the United States. 


ry to exchange a stock bearing an interest of five 
per cent. for certain stocks bearing an interest 
of six and seven per cent. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United Staees of America in congress 
assembled, That a subscription to the amount of 
twelve millions of dollars, of the seven per cent. 
stock, and of the six per cent. stock, of the year 
eighteen hundred and twelve, and also, for four- 
teen millions of the six per cent. stock of the years 
eighteen hundred and thirteen, fourteen, and fif- 
teen, be, and the same is hereby proposed; for 
which purpose, books shall be opened at the trea- 
sury of the United States, and at the several loan 
offices, on the firetday of May, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-two, to continue open until 
the first day of July next thereafter, for such parts 
of the above mentioned deseription of stocks as 


_ shall, on the day of subscription, stand on the 


books of the treasury, and on those of the seve- 
ral loan offices, respectively, which subscription 
shall be effected by a transfer to the United States, 
in the manner provided by law for such transfers, 
of the credit or credits standing on the said books, 
and byasurrender of the certificates of the stock 
so subscribed. 


See. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the 
whole, or any part, of any sum, which shall be thus 
subscribed, of the six per cent. stocks of the years 
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, credits shall 
be entered tothe respective subscribers, who shall 
be entitled to a certificate, or certificates, pur- 
porting that the United States owe to the holder, 
or holders thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum, 
to be expressed therein, equal to the amount of the 
principal stock thus subscribed, bearing an inter- 
est of five per centum per annum, payable quar- 
terly, from the thirtieth day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty two, transferable in the 
same manner as is provided by law for the transfer 
of the stock subscribed, and subject to redemp- 
tion at the pleasure of the United States, in the pro- 
portion, and at the periods herein defined, viz: one 
third at any time after the thirty first day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and thirty; 
one third at any time after the thirty-first day of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
one; and the remainder at any time after the thir- 
ty-first day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-two; and that for the whole, or any 
part, which shall be thus subscribed, of the seven 
per cent. stock, credits shall be entered to the res- 
pective subscribers, who shall be entitled to a cer- 
tificate or certificates, purporting that the U. States 
owe to the holder, or holders thereof, his, her, or 
their assigns, a sum, to be expressed therein, equal 
tothe amount of the principal stock thus subscrib- 
ed bearing an interest offive percent. per annum, 
payable quarterly, from the thirtieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and twenty two, transferable in 
the manner as is provided by law for the transfer 
of the stock subscribed, and subject to redemp- 
tion at the pleasure of the United States, at any 
time after the thirty-first day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three: Provided, 
That no re-imbursement shall be made, except for 
the whole amount of such new certificate, nor un- 
tilafterat least six months public notice of such in- 
tended reimbursement. And it shall be the duty 
of the secretary of the treasury to cause to be 


AN ACT to authorize the secretary of the treasu- 





re-transferred to the respective subscribers, the 
several sums by them subscribed, beyond the 
amount of the certificates of five per cent. stock, 
issued to them respectively. 3 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if the 
amount of seven and six per cent. stocks, autho- 
rized to be subscribed by the first section of this 
act, shall not have been subscribed by the first day 
of July next, the remainder of that amount may be 
subscribed on the books of the treasury, at any. 
time between the said first. day of July, and the 
first day of October next thereafter; and for the 
whole, or any part, of any sum which shall be thus 
subscribed, of the six per cent. stocks of the years 
eighteen hundred and twelve, eighteen hundred 
and thirteen, eighteen hundred and fourteen, and 
eighteen hundred and fifteen, credits shall be en- 
tered to the respective subscribers, who shall be 
entitled to a certificate or certificates, purporting 
that the United States owe to the holder or holders 


' thereof, his, her, or their assigns, a sum, to be ex- 


pressed therein, equal to the amount of the princi- 
pal stock thus subscribed, bearing an interest of 
five per centum per annum, payable quarterly, 
from the 30th day of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-two, transferable in the 


Same manner as is provided by law for the transfer 


of the stock subscribed, and subject to redemption, 
at the pleasure of the United States, in the propor- 
tion, and at the periods, herein defined, viz: one 
third at any time after the thirty-first day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and thirty; one 
third at any time after the thirty-first day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
one; and the remainder at any time after the thirty- 
ty first day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-two; and that, for the whole or any 
part which shall be thus subscribed of the seven 
per cent. stock, credits shall be entered to the re. 
spective subscribers, who shall be entitled to a cer- 
tificate or certificates, purporting that the United 
States owe to the holder or holders thereof, his, 
her, or their assigns, a sum, to be expressed there- 
in, equal to the amount of the principal stock thus 
subscribed, bearing an interest of five per centum 
per annum, payable quarterly, from the thirtieth 
day of September, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two, transferable in the manner as is 
provided by law for the transfer of the stock sub- 
scribed, and subject to the redemption at the plea- 
sureof the U. States, at any time afier the thirty- 
first day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-three: Provided, That no reim. 
bursement shall be made, except for the whole 
amount of such new certificate, nor until after at 
least six months’ public notice of such reimburse- 
ment. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the same 
funds which have heretofore been, and now are, 
pledged by law for the payment of the interest, 
and for the redemption or reimbursement of the 
stock which may be subscribed by virtue: of the 
provisions of this act, shall remain pledged for the 
payment of the interest accruing on the stock 
created by reason of such subscription, and for the 
redemption or reimbursement of the principal of 
the same. It shall be the duty of the commission- 
ers of the sinking fund to cause to be applied and 
paid, out of the said fund, yearly and every year, 
such sum and sums as may be annually wanted to 
discharge the interest accruing to the stock which 
may be created by virtue of this act. The said 
commissioners are hereby authorized to employ, 


| from time to time, such sum and sums out of the 





ne ot. 600 te 2. se ae ee tk, oe ee os eh lCUlCu! le * 


Se aus as 

















NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 27, 1822—CONGRESS!  14t 





eS 





in = ve 
—— ; 


said fund as they may think proper, towards re-| which relate to payments to be made by instal- 


deeming, by purchase or reimbursement, in con-| ments, be permitted, notwithstanding their accep- 
formity with the provisions of this act, the princi-| tances heretofore filed, to make complete payment 
pal of said stock. And such part of the said annual| on any tract of land, or or before the thirtieth day 


sum of ten millions of dollars, vested by law in th 


e| of September next, and shall be entitled to the dis- 


said commissioners, as may be necessary and want-| count provided for by the fourth section of the 


ing for the above purposes, shall be and continue) aforesaid act, 


appriated [appropriated] to the payment of in-| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
terest and redemption of the public debt, until| the duty of the registers and receivers of the se- 


the whole of the stock which may be created un- 


veral land offices of the United States to perform 


der the provisions of this act shall have been re-) the duties prescribed by, or necessary to carry into 


deemed or reimbursed. 
Sec. 5, And be it further enacted, That nothing i 


complete effect the provisions of this act, accord- 
n| ing to the forms and instructions heretofore given 


this act contained shall be construed in anywise to} by the treasury department, to keep full and faith- 


alter, abridge, or impair, the rights of those cre-| ful accounts and records of all proceedings under 
ditors of the United States who shall not subscribe | the same, in the manner prescribed by the eighth 


to the loan to be opened by virtue of this act, © 
PHILIP P. BARBOUR, 


section of the aforesaid act, to make report of the 
same tothe treasury department, within the term 


Speaker of the house of representatives.| of three months from the thirtieth of September 


JOHN GAILLARD, 


next, and shall receive as compensation for like 


President of the senate pro tempore./ services, the fees provided for by the seventh and 


Washington, March 20, 1822.—Approved: 
JAMES MONROE, 





eighth sections of said act. 


Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That every tract 
of land which would have been forfeited from a fai- 


An act supplementary to an act, entitled “An act| lure to file an acceptance and to surrender the cer- 
for the relief of the purchasers of public lands, | tificate of purchase on or before the thirtieth of 
prior to the first day of July, eighteen hundred} September, one thousand eight hundred and 


and twenty.” 


twenty one, be, and the same is hereby, exempted 


Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa-| from forfeiture and sale until the thirtieth day of 
tives of the United States of America in congress as-| September next, and no longer. 


sembled, That all purchasers, and every legal holder} Washington, April 20, 1822—Approved. 


of any certificate of the purchase of the public 





lands of the United States, who were entitled to, A 


but who have not availed themselves of any of the 
provisons of the act of congréss of the second of 





Seventeenth Congress—first session. 


March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty preBrerer ton: arercare ; 
one, entitled «An act for the relief of the pur-| . ee 19. or saaned 4 was received 
chasers of public lands, prior to the first day of Ju- ane ane Sey? _ t e United States, by Mr. 
ly, eighteen hundred and twenty,” be allowed, at yin 1S is * secretary. — 

any time on or before the thirtieth day of Septem- Se eee o the sc aate copies of sundry 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, | P@PCTS, Having’ re ee to transactions in East and 
to surrender their certificates of purchase, to ac.| West F oy which have been received at the de- 
cept, and, on filing such acceptances, shall be en-, pie nae of state arta, ped Pagers to the two 
titled and subject to such of the provisions of the ra ms hes she “ ¢ , ; of January last, ~. 
aforesaid act, as apply to cases where complete tee hi ne, Ang neh din cten from the secre- 
payment may be made of any tract of land prior tu} ‘TY Of state upon the same subject. 


the thirtieth day of September next. 


JAMES MONROE. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all pur- Le 20 Lich fprtl, — oe 

chasers, and every legal holder of any certificate]. 7° Pears at — Price ot with the accompa- 
of putchase of the public lands of the United nying documents ordered to be printed. 

States, who may not have accepted any of the pro-| The senate then resumed, as in committee of 
visions of the aforesaid act of March the second,{the whole, Mr. Chandler in the chair, the consi- 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, or} deration of the appropriation bill for the civil list; 
who may not avail themselves of the provisions} the question being on the amendment proposing 
of the first section of this act, be permitted, at any| to extend to the military appropriation bill here- 


time prior to the thirtieth day of September next,| tofore passed, the provision prohibiting the 


to file their acceptances, and surrender their cer. 
tificates of purchase, and shall be entitled to all 
the benefits and subject to all the provisions of the 
aforesaid act of March the second, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-one, which relate, in 
any manner, to relinquishment and classification, 
and to the extension of the time of payment by in- 
stalments, and the proceeding in relation thereto, 
in the same manner as if such acceptances had 
been filed on or before the thirtieth of September 
last. 

Sec. 3. And be tt further enacted, That all pur- 


aye 
ment of the salary of any person while he shall. >. 


pear to be in arrears to the United States. The 
amendment to the provision was adopted without 
a division. 

A general debate then followed on the merits 
of the proviso, in the annual lists of balances re- 
ported, and were much dwelt upon—but these 
were not regarded asevidences of debt. The dif- 
ficulties of effecting settlements were spoken of, 
and it was thought by some that the provision 
would bear hard upon many worthy persons, not 
indebted to the United States, though charged as 


chasers, and every legal holder of any certificate of| defaulters. The yeas and nays were called seve. 
ral times on different amendments proposed—and, 
at length, the bill was laid on the table. 

April 20. The senate, in committee of the whole, 


resumed the consideration of the general] appro- 
priation bill, : 


purchase of the public lands of the United States, 
who may have filed their acceptances and surren- 
dered their certificates of purchase, and accepted 
the provisions of the aforesaid act of March se- 
cond, ome thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, 
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motion a brief debate took place. 


only delay the passage of the bill. Messrs. J'al- 


the motion was agreed to,—ayes 21 noes 10. 


ments to persons in arrears with the United States 





ferent propositions toamend, &c. At length, the 


~* 
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Mr. Talbot moved to insert in the bill an appro-| 
priation of 9000 dollars, for repairing the national 
road from Cumberland to Wheeling, on which 


Mr. Barbour indirectly opposed the appropria. 
tion—he believed it wouid not succeed and would 


bot, Lioyd, Holmes and Ruggles advocated it, and 


The bill was further considered and finally re- 
ported to the senate—when much debate took 
place on the general subject of restricting pay- 


—the yeasand nays were frequently taken, on dif- 


bill was ordered toa third reading. 

April 22, The senate tock up in committee of 
the whole, Mr. King, of Alab. in the chair, the 
bill from the house of representatives, supplemen- 
tary to the acts of 1818 and 1820, allowing pen- 
sions to revolutionary soldiers, &c. 

f The object of this bill was to restore persons to 
the pension roll who had been struck off under 
the act of 1820, &c.] 

The committee had reported the same with a 
recommendation that it should be indefinitely 
postponed—after debate the yeas and nays were / 


taken as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Benton, Brown, of Lou. 
Brown, of O. D’Wolf, Edwards, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes, of 
Miss. Johuson, of Lou. King, of Alab. Lloyd, Lowrie, Macoi-, No- | 
ble, Pleasants, Smith, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas, Walker, 
Ware, Williams, of Miss. Williams, of Tenn.—26. 

NAYS— Messrs. Chandler, Dickerson, Holmes, of Me. King, of 
N. Y. Knight, Lanman, Morril, Palmer, Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, 
Van Buren.—12. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The bill to provide for the selection of a site for 
a national armory on the western waters, and the 
bill making appropriations for the support of go- 
vernment for the year 1822, were read a third 
time and passed. 

The remainder of the day was chiefly spent in 


considering the bill making appropriations for the 


could be brought into operation, the committee 
think it would be expedient to arrive gradually at 
the objects in view, by increasing the duties on fo- 


reign spirits. <A bill, however, for this purpose, 


must be considered as a bill for raising revenue, 
and can only originate in the house of representa. 
tives. The committee therefore submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


. 


Resolved, That the committee of commerce and manufactures 
de discharged from the further consideration of the resolution in- 
structing them to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting the 
importation of foreign spirits. 


Tie senate took up the message from the house 
of representatives, announcing the non-concurrence 
of that house in certain of the amendments made 
by the senate to the civil-list-appropriation bill. 
From some of the amendments the senate re- 
ceded, and insisted on others, which shall be no- 
ticed in their progress. ~- 

The senate resumed the consideration of the na- 
vy appropriation bill, 

Which, on motion of Mr. King, of N-. Y. was re- 
committed to the committee on finance—ayes 25, 
noes 15. 

And the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Aprit 19, The speaker laid before the 
house a communication from the treasury depart- 
ment, in relation to the salesof public lands, stating 
that certain information on that subject, required 
by a resolution of this house, cannot, for want of 
time to obtain it, be furnished before the close of 
the present session of congress; which was order- 
ed to be Jaid on the table. 

The bill from the senate, supplementary to the 
act to set apart and dispose of part of the public 
lands to encourage the cultivation of the vine and 
olive, was read a third time; and, after considera- 
ble opposition, was passed. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Condict 
in the chair), on the bill making furfher appropria- 


support of the navy, for the present year—nothing | tions for the support of the military establishment 


of importance decided. 

April 23. Several private bills were considered 
and ordered to be read a third time. 

The bill relating to treasury notes, and the 
bill to repeal the act concerning vaccination, were 
reccived from the house of representatives, seve- 
rally twice read, and referred. 

The senate spent some time on executive busi- 
ness; andthen 

Adjourned. eee 

April 24, Several bills were read the third time 
and passed. | 

Mr. Dickerson, from the committee on commerce 
and manufactures, delivered in the following re- 
port; which was read and ordered to be printed: 

The committee of commerce and manufactures, 
who were instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
‘cy of prohibiting the importation of foreign spirits, 
report: 

That, in their opinion, the agricultural as well as 
manufacturing interest of the United States would 
be promoted by prohibiting the importation of fo- 
reign spirits, That the quantity of spirits that 
would in a short time be manufactured in this 
country, té supply the place of that now imported, 
would afford a source of revenue more eflicient, 
and much less precarious than that now derived 
from the importation of foreign spirits. But, as 
an immediate prohibition would injure the com- 
mercial interest of the United States, as well as 


of the United States, for the year 1822. 
The question recurred upon striking out the ap- 
propriation for the erection of fort Calhoun, on the 
Chesapeake. ' 

A long and ardent debate followed—in the course 
of which it appeared as if the chief clerk in the war 
department might have had something to do with 
certain of the contracts; if so, we shall soon hear 
more about it.* In the course of the discussion, 
the report of what is called the retrenchment com- 
mittee was several timés alluded to. Messrs. 
Mc Duffie and Smith, of Md. spoke of certain errors 
which they thought it contained; and Messrs. Har- 
din and Whipple supported the truth of the state- 
ments. The committee rose without coming to 
any decision, and the house adjourned. 

Saturday, April 20. Mr. Hardin, from the select 
committee heretofore appointed on the subject of 
retrenchment of the public expenditure, made a 
further report thereon, accompanied by a bill. (The 
report is inserted at length in page 139.] 

The bill was made the order of the day for Mon- 
day next. 

Another motion to print extra copies of the re- 
port of the committee on retrenchment failed. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Condict 


———, 





*This matter, as connected with the contract of 
E. Miz, is referred toacommittee. See Monday’s 





diminish the revenue, until a system of excise 


proceedings, 
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in the chair), on the bill making farther appropria- 
tions for the military service of the United States, 
for the year 1822, ) 

The question recurred upon striking out the ap- 
propriation for the erection of fort Calhoun, on the 
Chesapeake, and the same was put and negatived 
bya large majority. | : 

Mr. Butler made an ineffectual motion to add a 
clause, providing that no part of the apprepriation 
should be applied to a certain contract with Elijah 
Mix—on the ground that the contraet had bcen 
frequently recognized, &c. 

The appropriation for fortifying Mobile Point 
being under consideration, 

“Mr. Cocke moved to strike out the section, and 
to insert in lieu thereof an appropriation for the 
specific purpose of collecting materials for that 
fortification. The principle on which he preferred 
a specific application was, that the money here- 
tofore appropriated for the fortification at Mobile 
Point, had not been applied to that object, but had 
been transferred to colonel Gratiot, at Norfolk, and 
he referred to documents on the subject. 

This produced much debate, and a great deal 
was said in explanation of the matter. The amend- 
ment was adopted. The sum was also reduced 
from 50,000 to $0,000 dollars. 

Some further progress was made in the bill, 
when the committee rose, &c. and the house ad- 
journed. 

Monday, April 22. After other business, to be 
noticed in its progress— 

Mr. Hardin, from the select committee on the 
subject of retrenchment, reported, in part, a bill, 
the object of which is to reduce the revolutionary 
pensions, fer all grades of rank, from and after a 
given day in the year 1824, to 94 per month. 

The bill, (which, Mr. H. computed, would, if 
passed, effect a saving of 900,000 dollars for the 
first year it got into operation, and proportionably 
thereafter), was twice read and committed—Mr. 
Hardin giving notice of his intention to call up this 
bill, and the one previously reported by the same 
committee, on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a resolution of the 
legislature of Pennsylvania, instructing its senators 


and requesting its representatives to endeavor to | 


procure the passage of a law for vesting in that 
state any right which the United States have, or 
may be supposed to have, in the fines assessed on. 
the militia of that state; and the resolution was re- 
ferred to the committee of this house appointed 
on the same subject. 

Mr. Warfield moved the following: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report the best 
mode, in their opinion, of giving to the public a fall and correct 
statement of the debates in this house. 


And the question being taken thereon, it was 
agreed to without debate or opposition. 

Mr. Butler submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
contract between the war department of the United States, and 
Elijah Mix, of the 25th July, 1818, to report whether the same 
was made in pursuance of jaw, and whether the said Mix has per- 
formed his covenant, and such other facts as they may deem pro- 
per relative to said contract, 


in offering this resolution, Mr. Butler remarked, 
that he discovered, on consulting the documents 
on this subject, that, according to the contract, 
there wos due to the United States the delivery of 
150,000 perch of stone, on the Ist January Ist, and 
that, on that day, there had been actually delivered 
only 102,437 perches: so that the contract had not 
been fulfilled on the part of Mr Mix, and was no 
Jonger binding on the United States. Besides, he 





“ 


lof continuing the agency. 


Bt a swans 


said, there were, to say the least, suspicious ap- 
pearances about this contract. No proposals for 
this contract were publicly invited by advertise- 
ment or otherwise. It was said, too, that Mr. Mix 
had sold out his contract at a dollar and a half per 
perch; and Mr. B said he observed, from the ac- 
count of contracts laid before the house, that a con- 
tract had actually been made by the government 
at Philadelphia, for stone, to be delivered at the 
Pea-Patch, for a dollar and a half per perch,@whilst 
three dollars per perch was paid to Mix, Taking 
the time, place, and manner of the contract into 
consideration, and the default of the contractor to 
fulfil his engagements, he had thought proper to 
submit this resolution. No appropriation that is 
made at this session, Mr. B. contended, ought to be 
eapended under that contract. 

Mr. McDuffie expressed his satisfaction at this 
course - he was pleased with a direct inquiry: he 
was authorized to say that. the contract with Mix 
had been a great saving to the Umted States, &c. 

The committee was empowered to send for per- 
sons and papers, and the resolution agreed to. 

Mr. Burton called for the consideration of the 
billto repeal the existing law for the encourage- 
ment of vaccination, and the motion-to take it up 
was agreed to. [And the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The speaker announced a message from the se- 
nate, informing the house that they insist upon 
their amendment to the bill for paying to the state 
of Missouri three per cent. of the nett proceeds of 
the sales of public lands in that state. Whereup- 
on, the house determined to insist on its disagree- 
ment to said amendment; and a committee of con- 
ference was ordered to be appointed on the part of 
this house. 

the house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Con- 
dict in the chair), on the bill making further appro- 
priations for the support of the military establish- 
ment of the United States, for the year 1822, 

Much debate tollowed—several amendments 
were offered, some of which prevailed. ‘The com- 
mittee rose and had leave to sit again. 

Tuesday, April 23. The committee on Mr. War- 
freid’s resolu'ion, respecting the publication of de- 
bates in congress, consists of Messrs. Warfield, Mer- 
cer, Jones of Tenn. Gorham, and Jones of Va. 

The committee on Mr. Butler’s resolution, re- 
specting Mix’s contract for stone, &c. consists 
of Messrs. Butler, Metcalfe, and Campéell, of Ohio. 

The committee of conference on the Missouri 
(nett proceeds of three per cent. stock) bill, is com- 
posed of Messrs, /tankin, Tuylor, and Mercer. 

Certain private bills were variously disposed of. 

An engrossed bill relating to treasury notes, was 
read a third time, and passed, and sent to the senate. 

The engrossed bill to repeal the act to encourage 
vaccination, was also read a third time. 

A long debate followed. It appeared that the 
agent had been dismissed by the president for mis- 
management, but the question was on the propriety 
It seemed that the late 
agent had drawn about 45,000 dollars from various 
quarters by his agency, and the good of all this was 
doubted by some, while others contended that 
ereat benefits had flowed from the establishment.— 
At length— 

The question recurred on the passage of the bill, 
and was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Archer, Barber, of Conn. Bassett, 
Baylies, Bayly, Biackledge, Blair, Breckenridge, Brown, Burrows, 





Burton, Butler, Camabreleng, Campbell, ot N. ¥. Campbell, of Ohio, 
Cannon, Cassedy, Chambers, Cocke, Conkling, Conner, Cradup, 





steered ‘ OF aah aS Care > HE 

4 ¥ iM > ahs . 4 ' 
ae TR ti htt De Sk 
ate 


pee 
eee oe 


~ 
a 
a 


a 
on 


i I rs = El x 


ape 


Ne as 
. 


a 





144 NILES’ REGISTER--APRIL 27, 1822—CHRONICLE. 


ah 





Stieeteds iad 





Cushman, Dane, Darlington, Dennison, Dwight, Edwards, of Conn. 
Edwards, of N. C. Eustis, Findlay, Floyd, Garnett, Gilmer, Gist, 
Gross, Hall, Hardin, Harvey, Hill, Hobart, Holcombe, Hooks, Hub- 
bard, F. Johnson, J. T. Johnson, Jones, of Ten. Keyes, Leftwich, 
Long, McCarty, McLane, McNeill, McSherry, Matson, Mattocks, 
Metcalfe, Mitchell, of Penn. Moore, of Penn. Moore, of Alab. Mur- 
ray, Nelson,of Mass. New, Overstreet, Patterson of Penn. Phillips, 
Pierson, Pitcher, Plumer of N. H. Plumer of Penn. Rankin, Reed 
of Mass. Reid of Geo. Rich, Rochester, Ross, Russell, Sanders, 
Sawyer, Arthur Smith, Alex. Smyth, J. S. Smith, Stevenson, 
Stewart, Swan, Tattnall, Tomlinson, Tucker of S. C. Tucker of 
Va. Upham, Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Walker, Walworth, 
Whipple, Williams of N. C. Williams of Va. Williamson, Wood, 
Woodson, Worman.—102 
NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Ball, Barber, of Ghio, Bigelow, Bu- 
chanan, Colden, Condict Cook, Crafts, Cuthbert, Durfee, Eddy, Ed- 
wards, of Penn. Farrelly,’ Gebhard, Hawks, Hendricks, Jackson, 
Kent, Lathrop, Lincoln, Litchfield, McCoy, Maliary, Mercer, Mil- 
nor, Mitchell, of S,C. Montgomery, Moore of Va. Morgan, Nelson, 
of Md. Nelson of Va. Newton, Patterson of N. Y. Poinsett, Reed. 
of Md. Rhea, Rogers, Ruggles, Russ, Scott, Sergeant, Sloane, S. 
Smith, Sterling of Conn. Sterling of N. Y. Stoddard, Taylor, Tod, 
Tracy, Vance, Warfield, White, Whitman, Woodcock, Wright 


—57. 

So the bill was passed and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

Great part of the remainder of the day was occu- 
pied in discussing the amendments of the senate to 
the general appropriation bill; part of which were 
finally agreed to, and others rejected. So that the 
billis yetin suspense between the two houses. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the bill making further ap- 
propriations for the military service for the current 
rear; 

: But, before getting through the same, the com- 
mittee rose; and 

The house adlourned. 

Wednesday, April 24, After some other business, 
not necessary to notice now— 

Mr. Hardin, from the selecticommittee on the 
subject of retrenchment, further reported a bill to 
reduce the annual coinpensation of certain officers 
of government, which was twice read and commit- 
ted. 

Mr. Hardin, moved, according to notice, to dis- 
charge the committee of the whole from the fur- 
ther consideration of the three bills reported by 
the committee on retrenchment, so as to bring 
them, and particularly the congress-pay bill, imme- 
diately before the house. 

After some discussion, the question was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative—ayes 105, noes 38. 
The three bills being thus before the house, 

On motion of Mr. Hardin, that for reducing the 
compensation of senators and representatives in 
in congress, was first read. 

[ This bill provides that the daily pay of the mem. 
bers of the senate, from and after the present ses- 
sion of congress, shall be six dollars, and the like 
allowance shall be made for every twenty miles 
travel to and from congress. The bill contains like 
provisions as to the members of the house of re. 
presentatives; and also proposes considerably to 
reduce the compensation of the officers of both 
houses. } 

After one other amendment— 

Mr. Wright moved to amend the bill so as to 
reduce the mileage from $6 dollars for every twen- 
ty miles travelling, to $6 tor every forty miles. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. said he always had thought 
the mileage too high; and proposed to his colleage 
to move thirty instead of forty miles, as he had pro. 
posed, for $6. 

This modification was accepted. 

Mr. Wrighi’s amendment, thus modified, pre- 
vailed—ayes 83, noes 74. 

Mr. Floyd then moved to amend the bill so as to 





postpone its operation to tl-e first day of July next. 


td 


On this motion a desultory debate took place.—. 

Mr. Velson, of Va. moved to amend the amend- 
ment, so as to provide that the reduction should 
a from the first day of July Jast. [Nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Butler moved to recommit the bill to the 
committee that reported it, with instructions to re- 
port at the next session of congress. [Negatived.] 

The original motion to amend, by Mr. Floyd, 
was next in order, and was taken, without further 
debate, by yeas and nays—yeas 105, nays 55. 

And then the house adjourned. 

THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS—APRIL 25, 

The senate, soon after meeting, closed its doors, 
and spent some time in the consideration of: exe- 
cutive business. Having resumed legislative bu- 
siness—after the transaction of some minor mat- 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
from the house of representatives making appro- 
priations for the navy, for the year 1822, (which 
was this morning reported by the committee on 
finance, with an amendment to the bill, similar to 
that incorporated in the other appropriation bills, 
prohibiting the payment of compensation to any 
officer while he remains in arrears to the United 
States.) This amendment was adopted, and the 
bill was ordered to be read a third time. 

After some time having been spent on the bill 
regulating trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and nothing decisive done, 

The senate adjourned. 


In the house of representatives-— After a good deal 


of business of no importance at present—a mes- 
sage was received from the senate announcing its 
adherence to the 4th, 5th, and 9th amendments, 
which were made by that body, to the general ap- 
propriation bill. 

The house receded from the 4th and Sth, and 
determined to insist on its disagreement to the 9th 
amendment, which was that which proposed to ap- 
propriate 9000 dollars for the repairs of the Cum- 
berland road. 

A discussion then took place which occupied the 
remainder of the day’s sitting, 

And the house adjourned. 


CHRONICLE, 

Died, at Cambridge, Mass. on the 14th April, inst. 
brevet brigadier gen. Moses Porter, col. of thé Ist 
reg. U. S. artillery, aged 67. He was a native of 
Massachusetts and joined the army of the revolu- 
tion at Cambridge, (the place of his decease), in 
1775; was engaged in the battle at Bunker’s Hill, 
and most other of the severe battles fought until 
the conclusion of the war. He was. one of the 
officers selected to form the frst peace establish- 
ment of the United States, and served under St. 
Clair and Wayne as a captain of artillery, in their 
campaigns against the Indians. In the late war he 
was found at the head of a regiment of light artille- 
ry, braving a Canadian climate arid as full of fire as 
any young officer under his command. He wasas 
brave a man as, perhaps, ever lived, and for nearly 








Jifty years was engaged in the military service of 


his country. He was rough—but honest, There 
was no fummery about him. 

Robbery. The office of the United States bank 
at Cincinnati was recently entered at night, and 
robbed of about eight thousand dollars in specie— 
1,000 dollars reward was offered for the recovery 
of the money and detection of the thief. 


——" 
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